CHINA  &   THE CHINESE
either permit their friends and neighbours to have an inkling that so happy a state existed, and a wife would deny through everything that she loved her husband.
Girl infanticide is all too prevalent in China, and once again we find the main cause is the pressure of population and poverty. Prevalent also is the sale of daughters, even of wives, and for the same reasons. Official edicts forbidding these practices under penalty are frequently issued, but it is difficult to imagine that any effect can be produced, either by laws or the spread of foreign doctrines, until the root cause is adequately dealt with.
The simplest method of picturing the conditions of Chinese home life is to
STRENGTH   AND   ENDURANCE
This standard railroad sleeper of oak timber
represents no mean burden, twjt a Chinese
coolie   thinks    nothing   of    carrying   logs
weighing 200 Ib   ten miles a day
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OUT   AFTER   WILD   FOWL
Falconry  has  been  a  popular  pastime in
China   for   something   like  four thousand
years.     In the East falconers carry their
hawk on the right hand
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enumerate everything which the average Anglo-Saxon expects and demands in his own home, and note that a Chinese prefers or is content with precisely the opposite. Privacy, one of our first essentials, is unknown in China, where the ever open door is universal. A Chinese conducts his domestic affairs, if not in the roadway, at least in view of any passers-by who care to look into his house and sit down. Nor would a Chinese ever have the heart to deprive his neighbours of the entertainment of witnessing a family quarrel. And as that party wins who can shout the loudest, it does not take long to secure an audience. Similarly, the news will soon spread that a man is quietly discussing some purely personal business with his wife. And as no one in China
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